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Now that speakeasies have returned to the urban/suburban landscape, there have been calls for a 1900
Club 'secret clubhouse'. As the clientele is spread far and wide across the country (and now including
Europe and America), the idea of a physical space is somewhat redundant. However, the spectre of
prohibition is everywhere, too and it won't stop local groups from coming together to socialise and trade in
the atmosphere of the 'old' normal.

Ever since the biblical cry of 'unclean' was levelled at non-mask wearers, the nation's pubsheds have
become the hubs of community resistance. Despite the best efforts of the police, or FLICs (Fat Lads In
Costumes) as they are affectionately known, to invade people's property and try to hand out fines, the
people are becoming ever more canny at staying secure and free.

What is emerging, seems to be a sort of 'code of conduct’, which has a strange familiarity with the rolled-up
trouser boys of Freemasonry. 'Lodges' have 'members', 'tilers' guard the premises and there is a strict rule
of silence regarding Lodge business. History seems to be repeating. A weak and defeated western
population are deferring to the corporations who control their government, in a similar manner to the
mindless mobs of the middle ages who bowed before the Pope's Inquisition and acquiesced to the rules of
witch-burning, often cheering it on. Meanwhile, those who have retained their intelligence and a capability
for critical thinking are going underground, and forming a separate society where they can buy and sell
outside the system, share information and work only with the like-minded. The hopeful outcome is that it will
eventually lead us out of our current state of ignorance and barbarism into a new age of reason.

At the last count, no one has contracted the Covid. Perhaps it doesn't like dissenters.
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